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Dear Ms Williamson

Thank you for your letier of the 20" February and the copy of the regulation 28 report. | sent you an initiaj
opinion in my e-mail of the 3" March ang we then discussed the case and some of the issues jn 3

telephone conversation on the afternoon of the gt April. Since then | have had an opportunity to discuss
My response with Dr Alastar Baker - President of the British Society of Paediatric Gastroenterology,
Hepatology & Nutrition (BSPGHAN) and he is copled in to this formal response.

In your Regulation 28: Report to prevent future deaths under “Corener’s Concerns” (item 5} you state:

The Matters of concern are as folfows:

2. Thereis no slendardisation of practises feither locally or nationally) adopted b Y Consultants when
undertaking the said Procedure, by reason predominantiy of there being no national policy and/or
guidelines in relation thereto Such a nationaf policy and/or guidelings should address the
following:

8. Precise definitions of the grades of oesophagea/ varices;
b. Which grades of varices should be subject to banding and which should not
c. Those patients who &are to be deemed suitable for Placing on a banding programme
and those who are not;
d  Once a patient is placed on a banding programme, the assessment Process o ba
adopled prior to the said patient undergoing each procedure;
8. Post endoscopy care, for exampls, the administration of Sucraifate, frequency of basic
observations: cntd overleaf. .
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f. The steps to be taken fo properly assess for and manags variceal bleeding, for

example, the immediate use of antibiotics:
g. The circumstances in which a Consultant is deemed to be competent to undertake the

procedure alone or with supervision

Given the complexity of the question | shall answer in numbered points:

the Joint Advisory Group on G! Endoscopy (JAG) as well as a clear description of the variety of service

models that exist across the UK for the care and management of children with complex liver disease
{including portal hyperiension).

hair of the BSPGHAN Endoscopy Working Group (EWG) to a Consultant
ultant Paediatric Gastroenterclogist in the

makes her involvement as the new chair

(i) | bave
colleague
Sheffield
impossible given an obvious

{ifi} | think (imespective of (i
BSPGHAN President rather than the Chair of the EWG. He is copied in to this response and would be

(iV)-will almost certainly wish to discuss this with the BSPGHAN Liver Steering Group which has
representation from each of the 3 quaternary centres for the UK before responding.

{v) Alternatively and / or in addition, you may wish to direct your concerns to organizations within the UK
that have more powsr and influence than our relafively small and poorly resourced society. They would
rtainly come to BSPGHAN for advice / direction but may be better placed to take matters forward
and compel! the change that you seek. Examples wouid be the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child
Health, JAG, the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) or the NHS itself

{vi) Finally, if such guidance is considered
described. It may be worth considering whether it shouid be part of a brpader
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In conclusion, | am unabie to take your concerns forward myself but hope | have offered several opticns

that may help advance these j iIssugs.

Yours Sincerely,

Consultant Paediatric Gastroenterologlst & past Chair BSPGHAN EWG

Copied to;

B President BSPGHAN)
Consultant Paediatric Hepatologist
Paediatric Liver Unit
King's College Hospital
Denmaric Hill
LONDON
SE5 9RS
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